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Tactical Duostock
™y esigned primarily for users wearing thick jackets, body armer, load-bearing vests
D or equipment, the Tactical Duostock is contoured to ride high on the shoulder,
ensuring quick sight-picture
acquisition. A shooter can keep his
head up and get a good cheek weld
without having to bend at all, or
the stock can be dropped to allow a
maore conventional firing position.
The curved shape also makes
transition from the low-ready to
the firing position much smoother.
Contact Duostock Designs:

(866) 386-7865; www,duostock.com

Sierra Infinity Mobile Version
aving an advanced ballistics program on your
home computer is great, until you're at the range
anil qusts are sweeping your printouts away like
Dorothy and Toto. The Sierra Infinity Mobile Version 1
program is now available for handheld computers. It
provides a selected subset of the functions in Sierra’s
renowned Infinity 6 Ballistics Software, allows you
to create a custom gun database and has the ability
to handle any bullet for which one or more
hallistic coefficients are defined. You can enter
and modify wind, vertical angle and range on a
single screen, and it provides an instantaneous
shooting solution for holdover and windage correction.
Contact Sierra Bullets: (800} 223-8799; www.sierrabullets.com
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Blackhawk Long Gun Pack Mat
™= or law enforcement and military personnel who get paid to

" lay down on the job with a rifte, Blackhawk’s Long Gun Pack
Mat is a definite no-brainer. It functions not only as a shooter’s
mat, but a rifle case, drag bag and backpack as well. Interior
and exterior pockets contain #9 YKK zippers and silent pulls to
help maintain stealth. Closed-cell foam insulation provides an
extra degree of comfort and the HawkTex surface enhances
purchase—making your shooting platform capable of precision
accuracy regardless of weather conditions. The mat will fit rifles

Magpul MOE AR-15
Handguard

hy ally yourself with alloy when

you can beat the cost, heat and
weight with polymer. Magpul’s MOE AR-15
Handguard is designed for ARs with
carbine-length gas systems and A2-style
front sight towers. They are manufactured
from reinforced, heat-resistant polymer to
provide maximum durability without the
burden of excess weight or the added
expense of a Picatinny-railed aluminum
forearm. Despite its light weight and
sparce appearance, the handguard has
a lot to offer regarding modular
flexibility—thanks to slots at the two-,
six-, and 10-o'clock positions that are
perfect for mounting optienal Picatinny
rail sections. Contact Magpul:
(877) 462-4785; www.magpul.com

Avid Design Gun Tool

up to 50 inches in length. Contact Blackhawk: H aving the right tool for the job makes everything easier,

(800) 694-5263; www.blackhawk.com I

and the Avid Design Gun tool contains a variety to choose
from in a single, easy-to-use unit. Built for in-the-field rifle and
shotgun maintenance, this compact, ergonomic multi-tool
contains 18 of the most commenly used long-gun tools.

Implements include a universal choke wrench, pin punch for

removing trigger groups, various Allen and Torx wrenches
compatible with most scope bases and rings, a magnetic bit
driver and a windage/elevation scope adjﬁster. Contact Avid
Design: (800} 401-4670; www.theguntool.com&
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Springfield vs. Mauser

or about the tenth time, I watched the movie “Saving Private Ryan.” I know the
U.5. Army marksman in the movie was using a Springfield rifle, but I was wondering
how it stacked up against the German Mauser rifle of the same period.

If would take a pood-size book o delall
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all the similaricias end differences betrrzen
icse bwo Dolt-action rifles. but sivictly

Jrom a desitn racspactive, the ilzvser

Model 88 nas the overoll edae However, the
41903 Springfield (ond ive variutions) was
certainly no dog. 3oin were yuite ¢/faclive
i a combat yole, smid ihovsands veve laier
adogtad ic exiellen? sporter rifles.

Ty my reckoning, ther2 has never been £,
perfect jirzariv desiym. And even fough ¥
give a shight nod (v the Hauser, there is
Litiie doubt the Soriagfield’s .30-05 Sorg.
chambering pivved tc bz more popuisr ond
versciile then tine Euusar's Bx57 v,

After the Spanisi Americon War, the U.S,
military was looking io upgrade iis
siandard-issue rile, ine Drag-dorgensen
odel 1862-69 chamierad i1 .30-40 Krey.
e attemptad w invorporaiz some of iz
Krog's features with ih.2 excedent desisy: of
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tapes, waina they of the Mauser bolt,

lockiny systom of ihe Mausar (rignl) i3
stronger than ihet of the Springiiaic,

Atthough mos? expacts feel 3 bolt inet o o
closiug is far suserioi for the varied erviven-
nients encouniered in combat, Luth the Hauser
and Springtield bolts cacked or opening.

the clauser 98— subject ecverad well in
the “ihe Classics™ tn Jarruar's Shooting
Tustrated——end the Springfield Hi%02 was
tha vesull.

The Snringjleld werfsrmed guiie well in
Viorld vior I, Vorld ey IT end Xorea, Ti
vindervei covnidless design modificotions,
but the primary models are the MI9C3,
130348, 130342 and the 190324, Phare vas
alsu 2 Mar: 1 that wus « stedard 11903 set
Up with a Pedersen Levice to allow ine rifiz
tc jive .20-caither Fisiol ammurition i 4
sert-cutome tie nsde. '

The nesigriers of ihe 11502 were

wiisnipiing to build ¢ duli-action vifle using
the davser HModel 98 us ¢ tennloie and
Incorsoicling s inory oy che MHausacs
gzsigns as ey could: One of tha higges:
difyevenices Letween tie Springficld and the
Houser is the Springheld’s vore breech. This
it gysieni where tie roar of the barrel is

deepily funreled and the bolf head 's sheped
o a splar angle. Mauser proponents argue
the iauser breech 35 stronger as it has less
cartvidce-head protrusion, as well us
HMoser's “Inner collar” eoncept, providing
better gus zscape blockagz and a stronger
raceiver-ring reinforcement. These arguments
are valid, bui pra-'64 Winchester Model 70s
utilize tne Springjiaid breech system, end to
my knowledge {2 hasq«i proven defective or
dengerous. Alse, the Springfield breech ramp
system locks any corners or ohstructions, so
it provides cartricge feeding thai is second
o none in my cpinion.

I believe the Mauser has the beiier
locking-lug sysiem. The Springfield system
porroived from the Krag, and while itis
ruite vetiable. the Mauser aels tire nod in its
strengih and gas-venting system. The
Sprinafield incorporates tiae Houser-type
extractos, the stronyest and most relighie
rySions evar mendjaciured in my opindor,

e wiggest wealnzsses in the Springfieid
are the sporgy and weak firing pin svsiem,
a ratker slow ook time—wiaick may or may
rict influsrce accurocy depencing upon the
siooter's exnerier.ce witn te rifiz—1ihe
original boli handiz desigr. and the
direct-pull irigger. ¥onz of these uesign
Jjiaws are fetal, and if the aotion is to be
vsed fo build a nustom sporter modification,
replcement of certain componants are of
iiitlz or no conseguence.

Roth the Huuser end the Springfield are
of “cocl-on-cuzning” design. I have bean
ir: vorndiable discussions vith veigrans
end gunsmiths who would argue that
“cock-en-closing,” like the Brivish Enfields,
is a better choice down in the mud, the
blood ond the bzer.

Adritiedly, I have cuicmutically gone o
the Meuser 95 when building a custom rifie.
But, I hove also built a number using
#1908 and T have never yone afield
embarrassed or vorvied about funcifonality.

To aivswer vour guestion, I don* think
voit can ¢o virong with: either.
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